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CITY OF NEWPORT 

HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF APRIL 13, 2022 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

A regular meeting of the Newport Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) was held at City 

Hall on April 13, 2022. 

 

Call to order 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Sumner at 5:00 p.m.   

 

Roll call 

 

The following voting members were present:  Bill Sumner (chair), Jo Bailey, and Fred Leimbek.  

Penny Duff and Bev Bartl were absent. 

 

Preservation Planner Robert Vogel, City Council Liaison Kevin Chapdelaine and Mayor Laurie 

Elliott were also present. 

 

Secretary’s report 

 

The minutes of the February 9, 2022 regular meeting were unanimously approved as submitted. 

 

Street addresses for historic sites 

 

Preservation Planner Vogel reported that the city staff has assigned street addresses to the 

following city-owned historic sites located along the Mississippi River: 

 

Historic Main Street Landing, 15 6th Street 

Historic Oliver Street Overlook, 15 Park Place 

Historic Grove Street Overlook, 15 10th Street 

Historic Riverwood Boulevard Overlook, 15 12th Street 

 

The HPC plans to nominate these properties (as well as Pioneer Memorial Park, 611 4th Avenue) 

for designation as Newport Heritage Landmarks later this year. 

 

Interpretive signs 

 

Preservation Planner Vogel reported that he had obtained preliminary cost information for 

outdoor interpretive signs from Gretta Fry of Visual Communications, Inc. (VCI), Stillwater, 

MN.  VCI, a division of Boston-based Whitney Veigas Studio, was founded in 1991 and is the 

dominant signage design firm in the Twin Cities and has an excellent track record working with 

historic preservation projects. The estimated unit cost is $5637, which includes design and 

fabrication.  Each sign will consist of a 24-by-36 inch panel mounted on a welded steel frame.  
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This information will be used to secure grant funding for the signs, pending city council 

authorization.   

 

HPC goals for 2022 

 

The commission reviewed the preliminary list of goals discussed at the annual meeting held on 

February 9.  After discussion, Bailey moved to adopt the following list of HPC goals for 2022: 

 

1) Sponsor public education activities during Preservation Month (May). 

2) Sponsor public education activities as part of Pioneer Day (August). 

3) Present public history talks at the Newport Library & Community Center. 

4) Provide members of the City Council, staff, and advisory commissions with education 

and training in heritage preservation. 

5) Designate the WPA river overlooks, Main Street Landing, and Pioneer Park as Newport 

Heritage Landmarks. 

6) Develop management plans for all city-owned heritage preservation resources. 

7) Celebrate 30 years of HPC work (1992 to 2022),   

8) Compile and make available to the public information about Newport’s pioneer dairy 

farmer and cheese maker Lucy Irish. 

 

The motion was seconded by Leimbbek and unanimously approved.   

 

Preservation Month 

 

The commission discussed plans for celebrating Preservation Month in May.  National 

Preservation Month was established in 1973 by the National Trust for Historic Preservation as a 

way for local preservation groups and civic organizations to promote the preservation, protection 

and use of historic places.  The Newport HPC has sponsored Preservation Month activities every 

May since 1993 to educate the community on the benefits of historic preservation.  This year’s 

program will include a public lecture at the Newport Library (tentatively scheduled for May 18) 

on the explorer Zebulon Pike, who visited the Newport area during his 1805 expedition to the 

headwaters of the Mississippi River.   

 

Public history talks  

 

Preservation Planner Vogel presented the following schedule for the HPC’s public history lecture 

series to be presented at the Newport Library and Community Center this year: 

 

April 13:  “The Forgotten History of the Red Rock Camp Revival Meetings, 1869-1937” 

June 8:  “The Women of Harvard Place: Frances Haynes James and Her Daughters” 

August 10:  “The Life and Times of Mary Ann Shelton Cowell (1839-1926)” 

October 12:  “Newport Cemeteries” 

December 14:  “Thirty Years of the Newport Heritage Preservation Commission” 

 

The HPC has sponsored the library presentations since 2016.   

 



 

3 
 

Council update 

 

Councilman Chapdelaine reported on the construction of the new city hall and fire station, which 

is expected to be completed this summer, and on the city’s plans for celebrating the thirtieth 

anniversary of the Heritage Preservation Commission, which held its inaugural meeting on 

September 23, 1992.   

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Robert C. Vogel 
Preservation Planning Consultant 


